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Caste,

There can be no doubt that it was largely owing to a
widespread report that the Government was about to
abolish caste that led to the Indian Mutiny.

Sometimes these caste distinctions present themselves
in a ludicrous light. If a Hindu servant is sent for any-
thing, from a child to a letter, that is in the hands of a
person of a lower caste, it cannot be taken direct from
the one who has it; it must be laid down, and then
taken up by the other. They will not object to assist
in removing a piece of furniture with Christians, but if a
low-caste man attempts to touch it, they will turn away.
Of course it often happens that when a man does not
wish to do anything, he pleads caste difficulties where
those rules do not apply.

It is commonly understood that the prohibition of
meat for food is always and everywhere in force. As a
rule Hindus are vegetarians and abstainers from intoxi-
cating drinks; but many are not so, and yet are
not law-breakers. What is forbidden as ordinary food
becomes lawful when it is eaten as an act of worship.
Some classes will not partake of fish, which, as a rule, is
freely eaten by members of most castes ; venison is
generally allowed, and goat's flesh may be eaten under
certain conditions. Goats sacrificed to Kali are sancti-
fied. Hence, if a man wish for mutton, he has simply
to send a goat to a shrine, pay his fee to the officiating
priest, and he can then eat it. Flesh, though ordered to
be eaten at the Shradhas, or funeral feasts, is not often
provided. For those too poor to purchase a kid, there
are shops in which an image of Kali stands, before which
the goat is slain, where they can purchase as much as
they require of this sanctified meat. At several shrines
the members of high and low castes eat together of food
which, having been placed before an image, has been